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barons came over to him and did him homage. Already
lords such as Maurice de Craon had sworn fealty to him
so long as Arthur was in prison, and now they hastened
to become his men without demur.
Philip now set himself in earnest to the conquest of
Normandy. Castle after castle fell into his hands.
YaudreuiL Conches, and the whole of the county of
Evreux became his. John remained idly at Rouen.
His men sent to him imploring aid. "Philip harries
your land, your strongholds he captures, and their sene-
schals he ties to the tails of the horses and drags them to
prison, and your property he uses as his own." " Let be,"
was all John's answer, fii some day I will win all back."
But it was too late. Day by day came new recruits
to Philip's camp. The few ill-organised efforts which
John made to relieve besieged castles were easily
repulsed. Step by step he won his way to the heart of
the Norman lands. At last only Chateau Gaillard stood
between him and the capital where John lay in dissolute
repose. In September 1203 the siege began, and now
for many months Philip's letters and charters are dated
" from before the saucy castle."
The ruins of Chateau Gaillard still stand on the height
that overlooks Little Andely at the point where the
Seine makes a great bend, surrounding the peninsula of
Beraieres. From the keep, still lofty though it has
lost one, if not two, of its storeys, the eye looks northward
over the wooded heights and follows the white cliffs
which run steeply up from the river as it sweeps round
to Bernieres. Below lie the narrow streets of Little
Andely: north-west, in tie valley, the town, in the
thirteenth century walled and fortified, of Great Andely.